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Course description - Open Networked Learning (ONL161) Karolinska Institutet 

General information 
This course addresses teachers, course designers, educational developers and learning technologists 
in higher education. It presents opportunities to explore a multitude of aspects of Open Networked 
Learning with colleagues from around the world in a multidisciplinary and cross-cultural context. 

The course builds on open and collaborative learning practices and explores how a problem-based 
learning format can be utilized in an online learning environment. The course models the use of 
freely available social media tools and a platform that does not require extensive technical expertise 
to be mastered and implemented.  

ONL is offered by the Unit for Medical Education (UME) at Karolinska Institutet (KI) in collaboration 
with Centre for Educational Development (CED) at Lund University (LU) and the Centre for 
Educational Development in Higher Education (UPE) at Linnaeus University (LnU). The course is given 
in two different formats; as an open course freely available on the web and as an institutional course. 

ONL as an institutional course is offered for teachers at KI, LU, LnU and KTH as a continuation course 
on pedagogy in higher education equivalent to two weeks of full-time studies, i.e. 80 hours. A 
prerequisite for participation is having studied basic higher education pedagogy or equivalent, 
corresponding to the pedagogical introduction course at KI.  

Please find more information at the course site https://opennetworkedlearning.wordpress.com.  

The aim of the course 
The course aims for participants to explore and gain experience from collaborative, open online 
learning in order to understand the value, possibilities and challenges of using digital tools to support 
teaching and learning. 

Intended learning outcomes 
The objective of the course is for the participant to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills and 
abilities in order to make her/him able to: 

 explain, discuss and assess different aspects of eLearning such as digital literacy, collaborative, 
open and online learning. 

 critically reflect on questions concerning eLearning related to own teaching practice. 

Participants  
Participants in ONL161 will be institutional learners from KI, LU, LnU, KTH and Varsity College (South 
Africa) as well as open learners from anywhere in the world.  

Course content and setup 
ONL161 runs for approximately 11 weeks. For institutional learners at KI, LU, LnU, KTH, the course 
starts with an introductory campus meeting on 10 February.  The formal start of the open ONL161 
course is 15 February and it runs until week 16.  

The content of the course is divided into a number of topics, each covering 1-3 weeks.  

 Topic 1: (3 weeks) Connecting and networking  

 Topic 2: (1 week) Digital literacy  

 Topic 3: (1 week) Collaborative learning and communities 

 Topic 4: (2 weeks) Flexible and mobile learning 

 Topic 5: (1 week) Open educational practices 

 Topic 6: (1 week) Designing learning environments 

 Topic 7: (1 week) Concluding week: Open Networked Learning, future perspectives  

Course activities  
Participants from different contexts and disciplines interact in an open course community as well as 
mixed PBL groups of approximately 7-8 learners. The work within the PBL groups is focused around a 

https://opennetworkedlearning.wordpress.com/


different topics and a suggested scenario and is based on the idea of collaborative and problem-
based learning. Each group will work asynchronously using discussion forums and collaborative 
documents as well as having 1-2 synchronous online meetings per week. Digital artefacts produced 
by the groups for each topic are shared within the whole course community. All PBL groups are 
facilitated by a teacher from either of the collaborating institutions together with a former ONL 
participant as co-facilitator. 

Optional lunch meetings will also be offered for Karolinska participants at both campus Solna and 
Huddinge. 

Course requirements and examination 

If you wish to gain a certificate for the course you must complete the following:   

Active participation in PBL group work 
The group activities might differ between the groups however in all groups there will be synchronous 
meetings and asynchronous work. You are required to participate actively throughout the course by: 

 participation in group hangouts and discussions  

 taking responsibility for tasks 

 creating presentations 

 giving feedback to colleagues 

Writing reflective posts 
You are required to write reflective posts in a blog on at least 4 of the course topics. Each reflective 
post should be approximately 400 words with focus on experiences from ONL and one’s own 
development, challenges, learning, practice etc. Reflective posts for topic 2-6 should relate to 
pedagogical theory and literature.  

Final summarizing blog post 
As a conclusion, each participant writes a post, based on her/his reflective posts and experiences 
gained throughout the course, summarizing her/his development and learning. It should also include 
some thoughts about using technology to enhance learning in one’s own context and suggestions for 
development of eLearning (an activity and/or in general) in own context. This summative reflection 
should also be about 400 words.  

Peer feedback on blog posts  
Feedback to blog posts of other participants is required for each topic, at least one for each topic and 
you are encouraged to comment on blogs by different participants for each topic (and preferable 
from outside of your PBL group). It is important that the blog posts and comments are done 
continuously during the course in line with the intentions of the course, thus there are limited 
possibilities to catch up those tasks when the course is finished. 

At the end of the course you must present a brief “portfolio” showing your activities and 
engagement during the course.  Deadline for submission is 9 May. 

Course leaders and facilitators 
Course leaders for KI ONL161 are Lars Uhlin (lars.uhlin@ki.se) and Maria Kvarnström 
(maria.kvarnstrom@ki.se). PBL group facilitators from KI during the ONL course is in addition to Lars 
and Maria also Mohammed Seed-Ahmed (Mohammed.Seed-Ahmed@ki.se).  

Course literature and resources 
The course builds upon open educational resources, all of which are available through the course 
website https://opennetworkedlearning.wordpress.com/ . Additional resources are collected and 
shared by course participants on the website. 
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